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Insanity and the Manifestations. 


BY D MANDELI 


does of bitter opponents, or by the unthinking 
zeal of friends, in urging them to constant and 
exhausting efforts. The two causes are fre- 


quently combined ; the carping of opposers 


frequently inducing a morbid desire on the part 


The papers are recording instances of insanity of the medium and his friends to have some- 


which they charge upon “ Spiritual M inifesta 


tions.” As I happen to b 


well acquainte 
eases of such insanity, I feel that I can offer 
my opinion confidently and understandingly 
There is no instance within my knowledge, 
in which mania can be properly attributed to 
One of the 
cases most frequently given by way of warning, 
of late—that of Mr. William Barber, of War- 


influences from the Spirit-world 


wick, Mass.—was but a recurrence of cerebral 
disorder to which the person had been subject 
in former years. As to the story that “ his 
wife and other members of his family” were 
“in a similar state,” it is utterly devoid of 
truth, and the entire statement has been criti- 
cised and denounced by one of the resident 
clergymen of the above named town. 

The following account has been circulated 
and commented upon freely : 

“A Victim To THe Sprrirvat Dervsions.—Mr 
Charles Wilson, of this town, who has been one of the 


professed “mediums,” since the introduction of the 


so-called Spiritual Manifestations into this place, be- | 


came so infatuated upon the subject that his reason, 
already tottering under the baleful infiuence of his 
belief, suddenly abdicated its throne last Sanday night, 
and his whole family, and Mrs. Jones Smith, who was 
watching with his sick child, came near falling a 
sacrifice to the demonical violence of the mad man 
In the early part of the night he fastened the doors of 
the house to prevent ingress or egress, and professing 
to act under the command of God, summoned his 
household, consisting of his wife, several females, in- 
cluding Mrs. Smith, and his children, and directed 
them, under threats of the most terrible penalties for 


the slightest disobedience, to fix their eyes upon a nail | 


in the floor near the center of the room, and not re- 
move them. He was a raving maniac, and his manner 
and determination showed but too plainly that the 


penalty for disobedience to his terrible dictations 


would be the instant forfeiture of their lives. They | unfolding salutary en: 
Submission was their only | 
Their | 


had no means of escape. 
safety till morning should bring them relief. 
terror can be better imagined than described. At one 
time during the night he ordered the table to be| 
spread with twelve cups and saucers, and some articles | 
of food, when suddenly seizing his sick child, he bore 
it to the table and baptized it, calling it Jesus. 


“ Near morning he commenced beating his wife | 
most brutally for some slight disobedience to his com- į 
mands, when Mrs. Smith, seizing a favorable oppor- | 
tunity, made her escape from the house and alarmed | 
the neighborhood. Wilson attempted to pursue her, 
but she had fortunately passed from his sight, and he 
returned to his house. The people soon gathered, 
when Wilson was secured, though not till after a severe 
struggle with several sturdy men, whese united 
strength seemed hardly equal to his. 


“We saw Mr. Wilson a few moments after he was 
secured, but have no disposition to enter further into | 
the details of his insane ravings and actions than we | 


have already done. Under the direction of the select- | cause it is neither popular authorities nor A. J. Davis, 
men he was conveyed to the Insane Asylum at Wor- | but the Truth which I love and revere. 


cester. His insanity is but one of the many and sim- 


ilar lamentable evidences of the tendency and terrible | 
effects of ascribing to spirits an agency in the produc- 


tion of the phenomena of the “Spiritual Manifesta- | the ground that it is never too late to learn! 


tions” so-called, and to those who adopt and dissem- 
inate a theory of explanation so fraught with evil, we 


would administer a word, if not of stern and harsh 
rebuke, of caution.” 


(Barre Garette 

The person aboye described I have both seen 
and conversed with. He appears to be, in 
some degree, a “‘ medium,” but he is, babitu- 
ally, an intemperate man, and the painful con- 
sequences depicted in the article alluding to 
him would have been far more likely to have 
originated in spirifous potations than in Spiritual 
Manifestations. 

Media in whom I have found a tendency to 
insanity, have generally labored onder some 
irregularity of the nervous system, and have 
been excited by the cavils, sneers, and inuen- 


- thing wonderful and startling brought out— 
1 something which would crush and silence an- 
with some of the most prominent of the alleged | tagonism ; thus inducing an excitable state of 
mind, with its corresponding results Several 
incipient cases of this kind came under my 
observation during a short visit which I recently 
made to the town of Barre, Mass., all of which, 
by timely counsel and remedial applications, I 
succeeded in effectually counteracting. One 
ease of confirmed insanity I entirely cured by 
| virtue of certain principles in spiritual science. 

I sincerely hope the time will soon come 
when spiritual phenomena will be investigated 


THE AUTHORITY OF THE IDEAL, 


BY THOMAS L. HARRIS 


“The Spirit of the living Creature was in the 
wheels!" An ancient Seer uttered this saying in his 
description of a vision, in which the connection be- 
tween the Active Principle and the moving forms of 
the Universe, was illustrated by revolving wheels, in- 


rific explosion, convulsing Europe, shook to the earth 


it. 
that time-cemented despotism, 


You write a letter, a poem, an essay; you con- 
struct a ship, a building, a system of government, a 


: i A business enterprise; and it is nll the manifestation of 
teresting sight. There, in long lines, stand ponderous your ideal life. Hidden motive nerves the arm to 


ledgers, recording vast transactions. There are sam- action; ideal sentiment lightens from the eye, and 
ples of the products of every land and clime. There trembles on the lip, in acconts and words of fire. Be- 
is the iron-bround safe, the strong receptacle of trea- | hind all being, lie the infinite receptacles of feeling 
sures. Above, are lofts heaped up with teas, and | and desire, Our material deeds are but so many 


The counting-room of our great merchants is an in- 


formed and moved by supersensual life. They sug- | silks, and spices, products of another hemisphere. | jand-marks on the shores of existence. They reveal 
gest to us the authority of the ideal—the truth that | Beyond lies the wharf, where deep laden ships depart how high the spring-tides of feeling have risen within 
all outward action is the result of inward life: that | seq-ward, or fold in rest their white, returning Wings. the soul; they are the boundaries that inclose the 
all visible and material organisms are the product of | All this seems to you real, permanent and substan- | waves of resolution, and the tides of will: they are 
invisible and organizing force. 4 ‘ 


k - ‘ am ett jtial. But in that counting-room sits a Man, silent, the shores around the infinite profound of animated 
The present Age, in one of its aspects, is eminently | pale, unnoticed, and in his abstract, ideal thought thought 
| material. There is a temper abroad which studiously | originates this gigantic system of commerce. His ab- 


contemns, and underyalues, whatever is abstract, | stract ideas send huge ships to India, making tides 


All of life that is not lost in the grossest pursuits 


whatever is ideal. Political Economists, Practical | 
Statesmen, Teachers of Religion, no less than the un- 
lettered multitude, seem to lose sight of the connec- 
| tion between motives and deeds, between sentiments 
| and actions, between abstract ideas and concrete in- 
stitutions. In their veneration for the created works 
of man, they lose sight of the perpetual existence, the 


| work. 


and trade-winds do their bidding. In that brain center 
magnetic lines of thought that radiate outward to the 
far circumference of the world. Inwardly he desires, 
meditates, and resolves; and thought and resolution 
are the living nerves that move the mighty frame- 
All this outward doing which we behold, had 
its origin in the abstractions of that silent mind. The 


and enjoyments, is overshadowed by the thoughts of 
the mind, and overflowed with emotions of the heart. 
The joy of home springs from within, from ideal senti- 
ment and its gratifications. The chief pleasure of 
business results from realized foresight, from recom- 
pensed skill. The joys of society flow from inward 
emotion, from inspired conversation, or fraternal fel- 


by those on either side of the question, with | perpetual activity, of Creative life within man. Ob- 

that candid and loving spirit which is one indis- | serving the wondrous play of the stupendous mechan- 

pensible requisite of success. The importance | ism of Civilization, they forget the spirit of the living 
ais > | creature that is in the wheels. 

of this can not be too deeply felt ; and I hope, | 


at some future time and through some appro- 


lowship, from the interchange of courtesies which are 


live related, as created body and creative life. all, in their refinement and delicacy, purely i te- 


Equally suggestive is the great Factory; one of rial. Itis to the gratification of ideal, abstract emo- 
those Fortresses of Industry peculiar to our own time. | tion, that the landscape, the heavens, the poem, the 
| Centrally looms up the great building, many win- | statue, the eloquent flow of language, the glorious 


| ocal demonstrations of ‘mistakes’ and absurdity on 


priate channel, to offer some suggestions on 
this and kindred points, which will show the | 
philosophy and indispensability of a principle so 
essential and ennobling. 


—-e 
A.J. Davis to his Reviewers. 
HARTFORD, April 17, 1852. 
| Gentitemen: Although I am not particularly | 
| attracted to the polemical investigation or treatment 
| of great moral questions, yet I prefer this method far 
| more than a total neglect of the questions altogether. | 
And in this connection I may as well express the grat- 
ification I have already experienced in consequence of 
the unreserved newspaper criticisms upon the ‘‘Ap- 
proaching Crisis.” This little work seems destined to 
| develop more free discussion than I had the presump- 
tion to anticipate—especially when it is on all hands 
considered to be a “ weak,” ‘‘ superficial ” and “‘ con- 
tradictory ” conglomerate, scarcely worth the consid- 
eration of any intelligent mind. Nevertheless, as all 
things are ultimately overruled for good, as ‘‘ Truth 
is mighty and will prevail,” I venture now to enter- | 
tain hopes that you, gentlemen, will be the means of | 
is from the ‘‘ combination of ab- 
in question. As to the ‘‘ mistakes,” ‘“‘mis- 
reports,” &c., I am perfectly willing to have them 
made known and ‘ exposed’ in every honorable way ; 
because it is only the Truth that I am desirous of see- 
ing developed and applied to the life of man. 

Now, gentlemen, this is my mental state. Iama 
lover of what I feel and see to be the Truth, and I 
address you for the express purpose to assure you that, 
should you deem it expedient to publish a Critique of 
a Critique, and should it contain frank and unequiv- 


surdities ” 


my part, I will be the first to acknowledge to any in- 
ternal conviction of error, and will thank you for 
pointing those errors out. 

But may I not expect from you as frank an acknowl- 
edgment, in case it should be your turn to be con- 
victed of mistakes and absurdities? What you may 
see proper todo in the matter of sacrificing personal | 
pride and love of infallibility upon the altar of Truth, | 
can not possibly be any criterion for me to follow ; be- 


All I ask, 
therefore, is, that whenever you, or the systems which 


you now support, are manifestly convigged of error, 
you will ingenuously own up and commence anew—on 


The Harmonial Philosophy, be it remembered, is not 
a matter resting upon individual authority; it is 
founded on the Laws of Nature and the Rights of 
Man—aiming at the harmonization of the individual 
and reconstruction of Society. You may therefore 
rest assured, gentlemen, that all the time and talents 
expended on me, as an individual teacher of this Phi- 
losophy, will be so much ammunition wasted on the 
air; because the friends of the Harmonial Brother- 
hood acknowledge no authority but Nature and no 
doctrine which can not be distinctly read on the divine 
Constitution of Things. Nevertheless, I for one, truly 
desire an investigation of the subjects developed by 
the Harmonial Philosophy, even if I must be the first 
in the battle, and the fulcrum on which the lever of 


Reason may operate upon the foundations of igno- 
rance and superstition. 


Yours, very respectfully, 


A. J. Davis. 
(Hartford Times. 


Coming aia to the Sn See how = | dowed, and many storied. Around it lie the grouped | purst of music, minister. It is for their power to 
| do we see others commit—how often do we, ourselves | dwellings of its artisans. Reaching out is the iron quicken the ideal life within, that the homes of genius, 


| ning-like flickering of emotions, as they pass briefly 
| over the countenance, and suggest the wakening ac- | 
| tivity of a primitive and spiritual life within. 


| quent book, meet with homage, which implies that 


| al, compared with yesterday’s successful bargain, or 


commit—the error of which I speak. By the fireside 
we make much of the trifling act the little child per- | 
forms—the sudden blow, perhaps, or the slightest 
effort or memory—but we leave unnoticed the light- 


In our | 
Courts of Justice, we shrink, horror stricken, from 
the man who, in sudden heat, has put forth his hand 
to smite or slay. That is active—there is in it, we 
think, something palpable and real—but the ideas of | 
revenge, the sentiments of hate the man has held, | 
have been almost overlooked by parents, friends, gov- | 
ernment and society, till they have burst forth in| 
murderous activity, in shed blood, bearing mute wit- 
ness before high heaven. 

In public places we do homage to the man who has 
proved himself great in action. The warrior who has 
won a battle, the statesman who has fonnded some 
public institution, the scholar who has written an elo- 


men think them and their deeds exceptional. But in 
every imagination reside works of Art, in every mind 
lie latent codes and governments, in every will live | 
battles, waiting opportunity to pass from the ideal to | 
the ac,ual. 

We accredit greatness when it has stamped its sig- 
net on the material world, when its idea has been real- 
ized, or its thought has been uttered; but often the 
higher Greatness comes and sits with us familiarly by 
otr own fireside, dropping, in homely phrase, ideas 
that are yet to become the inheritance of all men, and 
the common property of successive ages; and our eyes 
are holden that we can not seeit. High thoughts, in- 
spired prophesyings, divine emotions, principles that 
fix themselves fast in the unalterable rectitude of God 
—all these, in the common apprehension, go unac- 
knowledged: they seem unsubstantial, and ephemer- 


to-days food and wine, But the thought that seemed | 
so familiar and ineffectual, by the fire-side, at last 

gets utterence before the world, and breaks in thun- 

der upon the nations. It marshals armies ; it subverts 

dynasties; it breaks up old empires; it opens a new | 
era in universal history. And the man who seemed 

to common eyes remarkable only for peculiarities of 

dress, or forgetfulness of etiquette, when his hour has 

arrived, becomes noted for other peculiarities. He 

grasps his thought; it is in his hand a scepter of light- 

ning : and with it he rules the world. 


By a divine necessity, life ever flows into form, 
thought into system, the ideal into the actual. Inthe 


road which pours in the raw material, and bearsaway the creations of art, the scenes of grand achievements, 


the finished product. Within are ten thousand spin- | the graves of saints, and heroes, and martyrs, are 
dles revolving with sure celerity ; slender threads, in- | honored, and visited. It was a pale and bodiless Idea 
numerable and never resting, fly from room to room. | that held the helm of the caravel that bore Columbus 
Viewless shuttles, swift as light, and certain as time, yer untraveled seas, to an undiscovered hemisphere. 
fly to and fro among them. Swift wheels in endless | It was in the might of sentiments that Luther, before 
circulation reyolve amid them; and busy hands of the Diet of Worms, defied the Pope, the Emperor, the 
children, and women, and men, tend all the mysteri- | combined chivalry and hierarchy of Christendom, ex- 
ous array. Below blaze great fires beneath chambers claiming; ‘Here stand I. I can not do otherwise; 
of iron ; and pent up forces, generated there, keep act- | 55 help me God!” 
ive the complicated system. 

How puny seems Man in the midst of these mighty 
organisms ; how puerile his task among these splendid 
activities. How much more real, more substantial, 


seems this massive enginery than the abstract specu- | Humanity, as if they were the invincible and immortal 


Se He — tts Xe ae ane: | armies of the Resurrection? It is because there is a 
preci mietieas Reekiels, OnE o Abts) is | sense in the Universal Reason, a nerve in the Univer- 


but the projected shadow of the Ideal. Theiron heart | sal Heart, that responds to the omnipotence of the 


of this mighty fabric, with all its mystic combination | Ideal, that intuitively realizes its final power to mold 
of metal, flame and steam, was once a thought, and the Actual to its own divinest brm. 


ly a thought, inhabiting the airy chambers of the 3 
sien Uist EOR areas S indies esi. And now to the final point which I would urge as 
; "P 3 To the exaltation of this 


ing with surest swiftness, obedient to the impulsions the result of this discussion. J eae ` 
: A Ideal Life, to the preservation of its integrity, the 
of one central force, are all projected from the slen-| , 2 ` 
seats : training of its energies, the culture of its faculties, 
der filaments of a dreamer’s brain. From the impal- s 2 à 
PP: : 5 | and its affections, should be directed our earnest and 
pable, invisible Ideal, sprang forth this goodly order. 1 wine z FR 
Watt and Arkwright were the visionaries of their day, perpenis vate. Dane. prermaning, TOANDE, 
; q; - | perfecting of that Ideal Life, whose product is Art, 
whom any clown had liberty lo ridicule. Yet from : 4 3 > 
: awit Eloquence. Phiosophy, Philanthropy, Society, Reli- 
their pale and shadowy abstractions has sprung forth | ~ sp, may eB 
: à ae gion, Harmony of living joy, should be devoted life’s 
the New Industrial Order ; throning itself on the sub- Jad and blessed ; For tha catia 
verted Feudalism of the Past, multiplying a thousand | Bours ot re eee Sore oe bel: 
; ste mechanism of existence shall perish, but the Living 
fold all human products: lessening and simplifying, |.. k 
err . an Spirit shall immortally endure, there as here to man- 
in like degree, all human labor; filling the world |" 3 5 ‘ ` È x 
- = n i ifest in action the hidden sentiments of being ; to light 
with newly created utility and beauty; hastening on |. rd b Aar to the Aa Of tia in 
the mighty march of civilization and self-government ; A he ee ee E 
and opening up a new and grander era in the exist- eae 
ence of the human race. A X 
Extend your survey to the capital of a People, the | Exhumation of a Giant. 
living center of Its national existence. There rises| The remains of what is supposed to have been a 
its central court, where all the disagreements of its col- | gigantic Indian were discovered a few days ago on 
lective life are peacefully adjusted ; there the Univer- | the banks of the Ohio river, near Shippingsport, 
sity where the gathered wisdom and experience of the | Kentucky. The high water caused the bank to 
Past instruct the Present, and await the Future :— | cave in, and thus the bones were discovered. A 
there the Armory, stored with weapons of destruction, | gentleman of that place, named O'Harra, had them 
waiting their hour to speak in thunder and in fire :— | carefully removed, and judging from the length of 
there the Patent office, crowded with machinery, | the thigh and leg bones, and other portions of the 
novel in thought, mighty in use, and mysterious with | skeleton which were placed together, it must have 
combined, concentrate power :—there the Press, si- | been upward of seven feet in hight. The skull was 
lent, yet speaking to the four quarters of the heaven: | of immense size, with unusually high cheek bones 
—there the chamber whefe center the electric wires | —a sure indication of the Indian race. An antique 
that thrill with human thought :—there the dépôt | fashioned jug, made of earthen ware, decorated with 
where interlace the meshes of the iron net-work of | shell, was found alongside the bones. A year or two 


Why tremble the Despots of Europe to-day, in their 
palaces, and upon their thrones? Why do they blanch 
and cower in the charnel house that they have made, 
trembling before the very bones of the Martyrs of 


— oe 


long run, no Institution, be it ever so powerful, can 


public communication. All this seems permanent and 


Withstand a thought that is higher and better than | substantial ; and the contemner of the abstract stands 
itself. The ideas that seem to one class of men harm- | here to find arguments for his materialism. But from 
ess speculations, filling up gracefully the interludes | whence come Court, Palace, Press, Telegraph, Rail- 
between the morning drive and the afternoon banquet, | way? From the unembodied; from the invisible! It 
grasped by another class of men, become swords in | is Thought that flies along the iron nerves of the tele- 
the hands of heroes, and chain-armor for the battle, | graph; it is the Ideal that, like a mighty spirit, heaps 
invulnerable as tempered steel. Pleasant passtime | together the palaces, controls the elements of nature, 
seemed it for the cultivated and luxurious nobles of | and utters from the bench, the senate, and the press, 
the court of Louis XVI, to speculate on the ideal | the oracles of its divine intelligence. 

rights of man, to dwell admiringly on the deeds of} Returning from Collective to Individual Life, see 
Dion and Brutus, to revive the heroic memories of | there, too, the authority of the Ideal. See how the 
Platæa and Thermopylæ, to hurl in sport at throne | inyisible things create the visible, and the bodiless 
and altar, the philcsophic arguments of Montesquieu, | contain within themselves the whole of the substantial. 
and the burning sarcasms of Voltaire, But these | You speak; and the voice, like some mighty organ, is 
ideas, so tranquilly discussed, fell like coals of fire in- | eloquent with the melody of thought You raise the 
to the magazine of popular discontent; and one ter- | arm; and it is Thought whose fine resolve thus nerves 


since, a quantity of human bones was found in the 
same vicinity, and it is supposed that a century or 
two since the spot was probably an Indian burial 
place. 

— a t la 


A Lady with & Beard. 

In Sheldon, Wyoming County, in this State, there 
is a girl only seven years of age who has a full mous- 
tache on the upper lip, large enough for a cavalry 
officer, and a beard which though fit only for a “ mid- 
dling grenadier,” is large enough for the envy of a 
city stripling of twenty-one or twenty-two years of 
age. The unusual growth of hair began when she 
was five years old, since which time it has been re- 
peatedly plucked out. She is the child of Belgian 
parents, is healthy, and rather more than usually in- 
telligent for her years. 
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pi a -pe bold ri l ] a i . . anamen, 4 muer of ~ aa ' only be received, when ignorance has usurped the tled, as that to doubt would be like doubting | universal peace and happiness would be establichey g 
snd nearly lont ite b N À uman mind an youth, contradicts this statement in the f W place of intelligence, and credulity, the most ordinary | the reality of any and every thing, past, present | finally, throughout the universe. Isainh speaks of , 4 
affections, The nature of the opposition to | ing explicit terms prerogatives of common sense. The Humbugs of the | and to come. But what would you expect a| time, when “ the wolf shall dwell with the lamb, ani St 
l dthe modi ; ‘ ce P "a n > n us “ iviog i that score, - x » leonart i la 4 Ät » kid, and t} á 
“puitualionm, aod 10des of resistan adopt tien we as has been stated, that bis death is | Day, however, must have al X og, an n tha ore Giserest and prude nt man to do and say in rela- the iasa shall lie down with the kid, an ` C 
ed by the eħurch and the world, show bow | attributed to reading the works of A. J. Davis. He | wedon’t see why the Spiritua! Telegraph should not/ . thi ss Certain! thi but and the young lion and the fatling together, and 
4 x . 3 x j , atter rts d ing buti.. . 
almost fhithlem men are in the great vital prin- | di 1. indeed, read in Davis’ book during the afternoon | have at least as good a support as some other j yurnals jtion to , J m 5 a 4 SSSIOLY » BOSSU | little child shall lead them; and he believed that this a 
f the O mal x be Aan i of his death: and if this bad any effeet at all, I bave | devoted to isms, at the first glance not so silly, per- to ponder it in his own mind. It would be the would truly come to be realized, But how? By super A 
nple ) e ” rlignio e . : . n : i : ` y 1 
ciples r i —— Sey AMS 9e | ro doubt that the same effect would have followed the | baps, but quite as mischievous and absurd hight of folly for him to communicate his} natural means? He could not think so. He thought the S 
not de , Ww sleeping, why are its requiremen mental effort of reading any other book We consider the editor altogether excusable | experience to others, who, he knows will, not | progressive tendency of all things, as indicated by th. d 
verywħere practie denied ? That its chief z t à s y p$ oe E SN Ai Aaaa ‘mato in the 
ag SE p on m We have long known Mr. Williamson, and | for any merely apparent want of “ Truth, Rea- | believe a word of it, but are ready to ridicule | 9°" referred to, would necessarily ultimate in tha, ` 
l ll l J I ul l y y y ap} > ‘ through th ration of the attractive force of th 
M are tus uis la s t the z 7 a e : k . 9 r 1 0 ı the operation o ie ractive force 0 he 
elai u are virtually disputed, le ia : we have loved ‘him, too, as an elder brother. | son, and Common Sense,” that may be perceived | him for his weakness and credulity. He might | Gre a Ghee it i by which “he will draw all thing } 
~opular faith—the oral ackowledgment of the è E wt ah ri ` J ator, b iic i 4 pi i 
pop y When we last met he expresse d no sy mpathy by the reader of the preceding paragraph have the conviction, ever so strong that they unto himself.” Men have an intuitive faith that the 
truth of a greater or less number of dogmati : . f rr Sord z : > - } : 
; i bl 4 for the principles of Mr. Davis, and we pre-| He probably intended to be eminently rational | were sober verities, and such verities, too, as | very climate in which we exist, will change for the 
£ t erts but a feeble influence over x . x i f ; : : : ` F 3 w 
propositions—exerts bu ‘ inf sume felt none ; but he did feel, and be mani-/and sensible, but may have a singular way of| should open a vast field for the investigations of| better. We have only to look about us to see the 
' i y E y E : Ea 
science, and dispel a vast amount of superstition | *g°nts of that change at their benevolent work. The 
vast mountain ranges, with their diadems of eternal 


the lives and conduct of men, is quite too mani s Y 
` : | ifèsted on all occasions, a deep religious love of 


| truth, and an unwillingness that even an enemy 


should suffer unjustly 


fest to require elucidation 


Our religious teachers require an implicit 


and miracles, 

for 
| but we as he appeared, 
when a little child, at his mother’s knee He 


grew up a youth of amiable disposition and 
but his brain 


revelations 


faith in the ancient We have not seen that son 


while they demand 
those which are demonstrated to our 
events of To- 


un unequivocal denia? of A 
remember his image 


senses, 


and our souls, in the stirring 


day 


They insist on an unquestioning confidence in Í had been diseased for 


| studious and industrious habits ; 


some time, and we learn 
the ancient re 
living facts 

faith in both the ancient oracles and the present | 


demonstrations 
ished among men, why is the very possibility of | May 
If the outward from the divine hopes which he has labored so 


our esteemed friend derive consolation 
spiritual intercourse denied 
church has a spiritual religion, why is Spiritual- | long and so successfully to inspire in the bosoms 


ism condemned as heresy without a careful | yf others 
It is readily | 


—-e-— 
Clairvoyance. 

In this age, when the claims of every thing 

erly render themselves obnoxious to the charge | are being subje eted bi the ordeal of the gnosi 

searching analysis which science and skepticis m 


hearing and an honest judgment ? 

granted that, the few whose opposition is mest 

ed on some supposed defect in the testimony, 

concerning Spiritual Manifestations, do not prop- 

of entertaining materialistic views ; but it is a nee a font : kat "Tratk 
= ` can institute, ıt 1s in vain to expect that ruth 

well-known fact, that the great body of opposers | ’ 

g ) p: ol nS ie oa 
have proceeded, hitherto, upon the assumption | will Paz) h or be long concealed, and aos equally 
that the cardinal proposition of the Spiriualists | irrational to presume that any galvanic process 
involves an impossibility—that spirits do not 


their presence and their | á hett : . hil } 
Thus the old Materialism | byPothesis, whether in science, philosophy, or 


morals, that can not abide this ordeal, must de- 
! 3 ` - s 
part and mingle with residuim of dead and for- 


will invest error with more than temporary and 
and can not disclose | distorted signs of life. Every idea, system and 
thoughts to mortals 
reveals its earthly form, and its dusty images 
flit like phatoms of the waning night, in ‘‘ the 
dim religious light ” of the outward church 

It is not true, as has been intimated, that the 
modern Spiritual Manifestations tend to destroy | 
or diminish faith in the essential principles of F 
Christianity. While we reject the modern |% Secure footing, now find that what appeared 
theological idea, concerning the nature of the | like solid ground moves beneath their feet and 
christian miracles, we have a most undoubting | 8'Y* eats FF oe eae | Leo i 
faith in the occurrence of the remaxkable facts pathological treatises, and the ancient pharma- 
recorded in the New Testament, and on which copæia are beginning to be interesting, chiefly, 
the church rests the claims of Christianity to |25 the fossil remains of obsolete ideas, preserved 
Divine sathority’ “No* rational mind Soal be | 98 carefully as the old bones in the medical 
less likely to credit the statement that Christ | C°eges, which they otherwise much resemble 
walved tar the water, because he has witnessed, in their freedom from the principles of essential 
in his own soul, and through the medium of his life. 
own senses, the proofs of an invisible agency We have those among us who look through 
that holds in subjection the great laws of mate- | the outward forms into the hidden recesses of 
Surely, none but a mind diseased | being, discerning the very elements of disease, 
and where they first meet and mingle with the 
| springs of life. In the department of diagnos- 
tics, therefore, we are not left to depend alone 
on the outward symptoms which, at best, form 
an uncertain and dangerous criterion; but we 
may call to our aid this power by which the en- 
tranced soul looks through the forms of things 
We thus ascertain the 


| gotten things. 
As the great trial proceeds, the popular con- 
ence in the old systems of medicine is being 
shaken, and many. who once fancied they had 


rial nature 
would be disposed to question the startling 
revelations of power and intelligence, which 
were disclosed to the ancient patriarchs, and 
prophets, and seers, because he is permitted to 
be a living witness of similar manifestations. 
The fact is too obvious to admit of conceal- 
ment that, many of the most cultivated minds 
have silently yielded to a most withering skep- 
ticism, while the defenders of the faith have 
trembled in secret, lest the progress of knowl- 
edge might subvert the foundations of Religion. 
Hence, faith and science have not been on terms 
of very intimate fellowship. A system of phi- 
lysophy which shall honor the respective claims 
of faith and science, rendering the one rational 
and the other spiritual, is what the age demands. 
If true to herself and to humanity, Science will 
not hesitate to enter the new realm of thought 
and discovery. The startling disclosures of the 
Present, in whatever light they may be regard- 
ed, must be classified and referred to the laws 
on which they depend. And when Science 
shall haye accomplished her mission here, we 
shall fear no more the influence of a scathing 
fanaticism, and al] rational and religious minds 
will hail with unspeakable joy the present im- 
mortal quickening, which promises to save from 
destruction the last hope of the world—the 
hope of Immorratity ! 
eo 
paz- Al] who would preserve complete files 

of the Sermuruat Tevecrap4, should forward 
their orders immediately. The edition of six 
thousand copies of number one is nearly exhausted 
already. 


and sees their essences. 
precise condition of each seperate organ, and 
the extent to which the vital equilibrium has 
been interrupted. 

It is objected that numerous mistakes occur 
which render the exercise of this power wholly 
unreliable ; but we apprehend that these may 
be chiefly ascribed to a want of discrimination 
on our part. The judgment of the observer, 
rather than clairvoyance, may be at fault, since 
we are not sufficiently careful in our observa- 
tions to enable us to determine, with even tol- 
erable precision, when the state is fairly induced 
The failures are not, strictly speaking, those of 
clairvoyance, but every distinct failure goes to 
prove that the essential condition was wanting in 
that particular case, and that the faculty either 
did not exist at all or was inert at the time of 
its vccurrence. 

For the information of those who desire to 
know, we may observe that Dr. R. T. Hallock, 
No. 324 Broome-st., New-York, Mr. and Mrs. 
Mettler, Hartford, Ct., and Mrs. Tufts of Jer- 
sey City, are accustomed to apply clairvoyance 
to the discovery and treatment of discase. 

(me 
There is no death; what men call death, is 


but the mortal struggle for immortality, 


a long time, 


hax 3 sympathize with Bro. Williamson, and those of 
If a living faith is still cher- | his household, in this hour of their affliction. (have been written that are above the capacity | to be resorted to, to furnish some explanation 


| exhibiting these attributes, as some people con- 
If our paper is well adapted to 


| fessedly have 


the wants of the “inmates of a Lunatic Asylum,” | lieved them, where was the use of promulgating 


the editors of the Erpre $s 


k e — 


M. A. Townsend. 


Of Brighton, Pa., writes thus, under date of selves, arid say that the facts are clearly proved, 


most convincing and satisfactory. 


| of the medium, and numerous facts and circum- 
stances related of which nothing was previously 
known.” ‘The writer refers to some deeply in- 
teresting manifestations through a medium re- 


| cently developed. 
Dr. M. A. Cushing. 


| An earnest friend who resides at Glenn’s Falls, 
|N. Y., in a note just received, says that spirit- 
ualism is onward in that region. We regret to 
learn that Dr. C. to remove with his 
family to the far west, and that we shall see his 
May thy home, 


is about 


face no more for a season. 
dear brother, in ‘‘ the land of the sunset” be 
cheered by that light which suffers no decline. 


Terms of our Paper. 

To ayoid the necessity of answering numerous 
inquiries concerning the terms of the TELE- 
GRAPH, we take occasion to state them distinctly 
in this place. 

1. The Publisher will appoint no agents. 


[subscriber to the paper for one year. 


price of subscription and the obvious claims of} one case as the other. 


the cause upon its friends, will preclude any 


deviation from these terms in favor of those 


who may propose to form clubs. 


3. Booksellers and Periodical Agents will be | his own theory and draw his own inferences ; 


supplied at $2 per 100 copies ; provided always, 
‘that the order is for twenty-five copies or up- 
ward, (weekly,) and is, moreover, accompanied 
[with the cash. These terms will be strictly 
observed 
The publisher holds himself in readines to 
give the most satisfactory references to all who 
|may question either his disposition or ability to 
| discharge all obligations he may assume. 
| 
| = Ne ee 
~ ‘Tue Suexinan, No. IIT., containing 
the remarkable visions of Judge Epmonps, 
ac similes of the Spirit-writings, and numerous 
[other interesting articles, may be had at the 
office of the TELEGRAPH and of STRINGER & 
Persons wishing to subscribe, and 
[to secure the back numbers of this valuable 
work, should address S. B. Brirran, either at 
Bridgeport, Conn., or at this office. 


+ oe 


TOWNSEND 


Lovis Kossurn.—We are indebted to the 
| publisher, Jobn S. Taylor, 143 Nassau-st., for 
(a copy of a superb mezzotinto portrait of the 
| Hungarian leader, Those who may desire to 
| preserve the shadow of the material presence of 
the great Magyar, are advised to call and ex- 


[amine the engraving published by Mr. Taylor, 


before purchasing any other. 
Se 
pay~ An article purporting to have been dic- 
tated by the spirit of Rev. Joun Wesker, (W. 
| Boynton, Waterford, N. Y., medium,) is un- 
avoidably crowded out this week, but will ap- 
pear in the next number. 
Also, the publication of the remaining portion 
of the interesting spiritual experience of Rev. 
Apin Barrou, is necessarilay deferred. 


a> + oo 

sa" Tne Eprror still resides at Bridgeport 
Conn., where he may be addressed as usual. 
Communications designed for him, may also be 
left at the office of the Sprriruan TELEGRAPH. 


and skepticism from the world; yet, if nobody be- 


we think i ought to suit a large class of rabid | them 
people outside of the institution, and among others, | facts—have been convinced that they were gen- 
uine, and have shut their mouths, rather than 
bear the imputation of falsehood or gullability. 
| Now let me ask, shall we longer stultify our- 


ords, and an open denial of the | that for a year prior to his departure he was | April 24: ‘We have had many communica- but we do not believe a syllable of them !| 


We prefer to exercise a rational | subject to frequent turns of insanity. We deeply | tions here of a high order, and evidences the Surely, this is a shameful abuse of our noblest 
Many things | faculties 


snow, Which so control our climate, have been pr 

gressively crumbling since the dawn of their upheava) 
And thus the operation of the great law of progres 
will at length sweep the snow and the storms from the 


face of the earth, and, finally, sin and misery from the 


Thousands have been witnesses of the 


bosom of humanity, 

Mr. Fishbough said, the doctrine of progression re- 
quired a close investigation. Properly defined, he 
thought it true. He wished it understood that matter 
and spirit are distinct things, realms or kingdoms 
The kingdom of spirituality is God. Particled matter 
These two great king- 


is the kingdom of meteriality 
The Spirit-sun 


doms are sustained by two great suns 
will ultimately overcome and attract the mater al uy 

into itself. Without this distinction of kingdoms being 

kept full in view, we ran the risk of supposing Our- 
selves Gods, or of supposing spirits or societies of spir- 
its to be so; and thus we should degenerate into a 
kind of atheism. He ‘would like to ask Dr. H if he 
supposed the acorn, or any other organization, poe 
sessed within itself, the power of progress or develop- 


Every possible shift and shuffle seems 


of the facts, without referring them to an origin 
which might possibly be sound in that part of 
our compound nature which is not seen of the 
natural eye 

The moment one takes the ground that they 
are produced by the real man, that is to say, the 
spirit or mind—which is the all of man, in which 
power of any sort resides—he gives rise to un- 
easiness and alarm, which borders upon insanity. 
A desperate struggle ensues, in some way to find 
relief short of admitting that a man has a soul, | 
and that there is such a thing as a spiritual body | 
and a spiritual world! 


ment, 
Dr. Hallock said, he supposed it to have one essen- 


tial element of development; that of individuality. All 
else was from without itself, and from above. The sua 
and the rain which nourish it, were from above. This 
is true of all existences, vegetable, animal and human 
The gross particles of matter which compose & vegeta 
ble, are first refined by ascension, and then they 
descend to nourish the plant, as truth descends to 
It is a common instinct of animals 


We must, however, confess, that a great point) .o...ish the man 
has been gained by referring the origin of these | to look up when in distress; every thing that has life 
Thousands | seems to recognize that help is from above 
| Mr. Fishbough thinks there are many men who do ° 
not look up; he thinks there are also many Spitils 
who do not look up, and who would dethrone Gol 
himself, if they could. He thought it a misappreben- 


sion of the idea of progression to suppose that spir- 
They would 


phenomena to mundane causes. 
have shut their eyes to the facts, so long as they | 
claimed to be the work of those who had gone| 
to the world of spirits; but the moment we 
broach a plausible theory, to explain them on 


oe | 
natural principles, (as they are called,) then 


| its could not retrogade as well as men. 


2. A remittance of $1,50 will entitle the |they are ready to believe them. They do not| doubtless return at last, by virtue of the higher at- 
The low} seem to know that the facts are the same in the 


traction ; but many, he thought would sink to a great 
depth in sin and misery, before the light of Divine 
truth could stop their downward career. 


Dr. Hallock said, that in this world, the causes ol 
We have rum 


The facts themselves | 
are proved by the evidence of our senses, and 
as I said, it is a great point gained to get an | retrogression could be clearly traced 
Every man will construct| and tobacco here: these are two great causes, with 
: | thousands of others more or less potent. We know, 
too, that when they are removed in any specific case, 
that the effect subsides, and the individual becomes 


admission of them. 


but we do claim, for the honor of humanity, that 
there should be a decent regard for undeniable} hetter. Nowy if it can be made to appear that similar 
facts. Theories are of the color of every man’s | causes of retrogression exist in the Spirit-world, the 
mind and affections, but facts are the same to} Same effect will doubtless follow. But ashedidnot © 
all minds ; theories are unstable and unreliable, | CB¢lude that such was the fact, neither did he suppos 


that retrogression was possible in a sphere of existence 
but facts are stubborn and honest, and we should . : > 


where the causes of it could not enter. 
Mr. Fishbough said he has had a vision of the lower 
spheres in the future state, and from this experience 
he concludes sadly, as to much of the other life. He 
thinks the determining cause of the upward or down- 
ward course of a spirit, to be the preponderance in the 
original affections, (which he thinks are seven in num- 
ber,) and therefore, there may be, temporarily at least, 
this direction being induced by 


not fear them. 

The facts then, of which we have spoken, | 
being admitted—as we now believe they are, or 
at all events, must shortly be—the question is, 
are they of any importance ? I assert fearless- 
ly that all the metaphysicians who have inyesti- 


gated the subject, from the beginning of the | progress downwards ; 


| the preponderance of the lower affections. 


world, have never elicited a single fact tending 


è 4 è Mr. Partridge said, the conversati ived in 
to show the relations of mind and matter, which | Mri Pariak ne conversation Bad revived 


| his recollection, a communication which had been 
| made to n circle, of which he was a member. It had 
| reference to the subject under consideration, and he 
would like to read it; not as settling the question, but 
merely as the views of the spirit communicating. The 
test of truth is reason, not authority. Mr. Partridge 

| read the commnonication. The object of it was to show 
| that no subordinate power in the universe, was able to 
+, | defeat the purpose of the Creator, and that the devil, 
and eternal misery, were inconsistent with established 


facts and known laws 
Mr. Hyatt, recently returned from the new settle. 


ment of spiritualists in Virginia, related some inter- 


can compare in importance with these ! 
Common Sense. 


a 
New-York Conference. 
FOR THE INVESTIGATION OF SPIRITUAL PHENOMENA 
[WEEKLY REPORT.] 

New York, Friday evening April 80th, 1852. 
Present: Mr. Partridge, Wm, Wood and wife, R. W. 
Hurtley, I. S. Hyatt, John H. Hunt, J. P. S. Smith, 
Dr. John F. Gray, George Freeman, Wm, Fishbough, | 
W. J. Ban, S. B. Brittan, John J, Haley, E. D. E 
Greene, Jas. H. Allen, J. N. Stebbins, J. G. Isham, esting facts pertaining to the affairs of that community, 
Dr. R. T. Hallock, and others His report was not wholly favorable. The only au- 

After the reading of the minutes of the preceding | thoritative medium was Dr. Scott, who was assumed 
meeting, Dr. Hallock remarked upon the “ acorn,” a| to be infallible; and Mr. Hyatt thought too much Sas 
subject which was under discussion by Mr. Cheseboro, | claimed by or through him, and in some instances he 
at the last meeting. He observed, that what he was thought him self-deceived as to the origin of Mis com. 


about to say now, he would’ have said thon, only he munications. Mr. Hyatt had withdrawn from their 


feared that it would have looked like disputation, community, but he spoke of the establishment in all 


which he desired particularly to avoid. Mr. C. had) kindness and with apparent faith in their honesty of 


f 
| 
| apparently referred to the ** acorns which do not pro- | purpose 
| duce oaks,” as illustrative of men who were designed Dr. Gray presented “ The Crisis,” a new spiritual 


to unfold into angels and enjoy eternal bliss, but were and religious newspaper, just published at Laporte. 
arrested in their upward flight, and so become evil | Indiana, by Henry S Weller. He introduced it by 
spirits, and as such, must suffer eternal misery. If some remarks on the circumstances of its Appearance, 
such a use as this were to be made of the acorn. Dr. | the connection of Mr. Weller with the religious world, 
H. thought we had better examine it more minutely, | and the moral courage necessarily implied in the 
to ascertain, if possible, whether its arrested develop- | course he had taken. The Doctor read severa) extracts 
If we observe from the paper, illustrative ofits character and ohiscts 
The conference adjourned, to meet again on 
evening, May 7th. R. T. Hutrocx, Bec'y. 


ment amounts to an ultimate failure. 
the constituents of that acorn, we shall find that a 
contains the clements of a vegetable, the elements of | 
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Ss PLUBLEcsL AN Do 
T v 
Letter from Rev. T. J. Smith 
E pos l tt fs íf mewit un 
` vel « pe 
alier quickening w anexel to M 
Se wer rpeat presen We hay 
: . i witb shle—that w 
read t o CEN “me i t 
C Pas Pow 
i S l following poem was spoken 
by t ‘] J. H. Hall, through Miss M 
E. Hu ~M a the 2% May, 1551 
wi L snees ond ] luals attending 
i 1 below 
(la th sflernun » of that day, 5 W ileox and 
wife, T. J. Smith and wile, Miss A. Starr, Mrs 
S. H. Lewis, Mi» Hull, of Morris; E. Weld 
and wife, of Ridgeway, Orleans County ; Mr 
Stevenson wi sister, of Stamford, Delawarı 
U i n ved at the house of N. Stevenson, 
and formed a circle for spiritual intercourse 
An 1 few short messages were written by Mrs 
S and L., and Miss S, Miss Hall gave evi- 
len rl powerfully influenced, (she had 
written much and spoken a few sentences be- 
fore,) and arose and lett the room Returning 
in a few minates, the spirit announced through 
her, that he would speak to us, and aguin took 
ber from the room 


Preparing myself for writing down the ideas, 
if not the words, that might be uttered, I await- 
ed he 


was chang 


r return. On her return, the countenance 


l 


i 
uune í 


A pass and p wer 


r eye unearthly, and her voice 
of ma 

With a fixed gaze upon me, I was asked “if 
I designed writing his speech I 
* T would like to see 


was the sarcastic response 


” 


gave an af- 


firmative reply you do it,’ 

Then bowing gracefully, a dignified attitude 
was assumed, and without hesitancy, in deep, 
rich intonations of voice, with a master’s grace, 
the poem was pronounced 

Not one word, however, r sached the paper 
As one person we were breathless ; and when 
the medium was restored to herself, al? were 
After it | 
had been repeated a namber of times, I wrote | 


alike ignorant of the language used 


it out 

Miss H. could remember that something had 
been said through her, but could not tell what 
it was 

Under the same influence many other heard 
this and other pieces spoken through her, none 


of which had ever been seen or heard by them 
before Yours truly, 


T. J. Sutu. 


EARTHLY AND HEAVENLY PHILOSOPHY 


There is a philosophy, hollow, unsound, 
To matter confining its false speculation ; 
Whose flight is restricted to nature’s dull bound— 
Its pinions, the web of sophistic persuasion. 


And there’s a philosophy truly divine, 
That traces effects up to spiritual causes : 
Determines the link of the chain, where they join, 
And soars to an infinite hight ere it pauses. 


That meanly debases the image of God 
To rank with the brute in the scale of creation; | 

This raises the tenant of light from the sod, ! 
And bears him to Heaven, his primitive station. 


Hail, science of angels! Theosophy, hail! 
Which shows us the regions of bliss by reflection, 
Removes from creation’s broad mirror the vail, 
Where Spirit and Matter appear in connection. 


It bursts on the soul in an ocean of light! 
Starts from its lethargy ! stretches its pinions ! 
Beholds a new world rolling forth on its sight, 
And, soaring in ecstacy, claims its dominions. 


A sense of original dignifed worth 

Her bosom expands, in sublime exultation ; 
She tastes immortality, even on earth, 

In light that cclipses the sun’s emanation. 


Be sages and pedants to nature confined ; 


| gone ‘‘the way of all earth 


`~ g i i ase tr -= E pi 

aj alal te t sums oad by Iw f spir 

va! off finl è remedy 3 i g^! 

i W i J i £ n sghte ani 

_ $ back a i T = forwed 
u from ancient sut re whose writings she bas 
never seen, sad translates U rigual language Not 
withstanding all this, she has s strung affinity for the 
Spirit world, where mu f her Ume is spent 

Umituiag ar nter ems of evidence pre 
sented in this case, I pa aot an incident that 
ceurred on the bith of November, at 6 kPM 
Miss H. was magnetized by spirits, or thrown into s 
trance io which she remained forty-two hours, during 
which Ume Many messages and instructions were re 
ceived from spirits thr ugh her rgans of speech 
amoug which it was said that, she would go int 
another trance just one week from that time A 
ur lingly n the 20th of November, at precisely 6 P 
M,, she again, to all appearance, left the body as in 
Jeath, and remained eighteen hours, during which the 


rgans of speech were m ved, saying, that she was be 
oducted through all the windings of the three 
together with many 


ng 
first spheres of the Spirit-home— 


sayings of deep interest, but too numerous to mention 
It was also said that at the expiration of the eighteen 
hours she would return to the body and breathe a few 
moments, and then go baek to the Spirit-land, when 
she would be conducted through the higher spheres 
Accordingly, 


of all she had seen and heard, and said she would soon 


at just 12 o'clock she awoke, conscious 
return to behold the glorious beauty and wisdom of 
the higher upheres of the Spirit-world. After remain- 
ing in this conscious, though dormant state, one hour, 
at one o'clock she again left the body and appeared as 
dead until Sabbath, 12 o'clock, making sixty-six hours, 
when she awoke with exclamations of joy, wonder, and 
sstonishment, at the infinite grandeur and wisdom of 
the = many mansions,” and the millions of happy, an 
gelic spirits she had seen 
o'clock she should go again never to return to the body 
As the time approached she bade farewell to all with 
entire calmness and composure, seeming delighted 
that she was so soon to become a resident of that world 
of truth and happiness 

The symptoms of death now became even more visible 
than before. Respiration becoming less and less— 
pulsation weak—extremities cold—the death rattle in 
the throat—glassy eyes—cold clammy brow—all indi- 
cating death as real as any ever witnessed; and as 
the clock struck three, she expired with a death strug- 
gle, which told to those looking on, that she had really 
™ Fifteen minutes of 
solemn and anxious silence passed, when a voice said, 
“ She is not dead but sleepeth.” ‘Form a magnetic 
circle and call on Franklin for aid.” The circle was 
instantly formed, and my will to the extent of its 
power, was fixed on Franklin, to the effect that she 
might return to the body and again live; and soon I 
felt an unmistakable current of electriciiy (as from 
an electric machine,) passing through my system for 
ten or twelve minutes, when her spirit again took pos- 
session of its earthly habitation, and gradually set the 


| vital machinery in motion ; and, in a few minutes, con- 


sciousness was restored, and she breathed forth excla- 


mations of praise and adoration to the Divine Ruler, | 


who had seen fit in his wisdom, to allow her to pass 
through the process, and realize, step by step, the phi- 


| losophy of death, (or rather of the new birth,) the or- 


ganization of a new spiritual body, and the mode of 
its existence, and return to the earthly tenement, and 
reveal it to man. Is not this indeed a new era ? 


For three days after this lady was restored from the 


| trance, her eyes were rolled far back in their sockets, | 


the power of vision through the natural or physical eye 
was entirely suspended ; yet to her, all was light, and 
she could see nearly as clear as with the physical eye. 
On the fourth day after the trance I magnetized her 
for the purpose of getting informrtion with regard to 
her eyes. She was informed that Dr. Franklin would 
open them as she could bear the light. It was also 
said that her memory for a while would be suspended, 
in regard to what she had seen and heard, and that 
from that time she would be magnetized by spirits twice 
each day, that they might contro] her organs of speech, 
and deliver messages which would be of great im- 


portance to mankind—and that during the delivery of | the mediums. Any scriptural question I ask is solved | 


said messages, I should solicit the attendance of from 
three to five persons, ‘‘ who loved truth, could reason, 
and would have independence to proclaim.” Also, 
that I must keep a record of what wassaid. Accord- 
ingly, for three weeks past, she has been thrown into 


Let the bat darkly flutter in Luna’s pale presence; | & superior magnetic condition, in which she has re- 


But soar ye, like the eagle, thro’ regions of mind, 
In the blaze of that Sun which is Truth in its es- 


sence. 
a 


Miracles of the Nineteenth Century. 
[The following article, written some time since, 
is now, for the first time, given to the public]: 


Demonstrations of messages being received direct 
from spirits of the Higher Spheres, have been for three 


weeks past, and are still, daily being made in this vil- | and when finished will be published, that the world | afew more demonstrations will send Atheism to obliv- | of them remain passive. 
lage, which probably are as reliable as any ever wit- | may judge of their merit. ‘ The Harbinger of Peace” | ion. 
nessed. To give the particulars of the many astcund-| is the title which has already been given this work, | done for the preachers. The reformatory effects of | ence generally accords with what I have heard from 


mained from three to four hours a day, when messages 
have been delivered by the following distinguished 
spirits: Franklin, on physical and moral laws; Wash- 
ington, on government; J. Q. Adams, on the rights of 
slavery; Z. Taylor and A. Jackson, on war; Noah 
Webster, Bonaparte, W. E. Channing, Judson, Byron, 
Milton, Penn, and others, all breathing forth a moral 
purity and harmony of philoshphy, worthy of those 
from whom they purport toemanate. These lectures 
have all been taken down by three different scribes, 


She then said that at 3) 


Spiritual Manifestations in Wheeling, Va s spirit had d i. Before she died, her mother vis- | I had not been thinking abont him. As soon as con- 
GESTLEMEN i : jy manifested È elf to a aiy about the | venient I commence! a conversation with him. Jis 
ause of truth. and hav awit oe who was a total disbeliever in such t gs, and | object in coming was somew singular, and is w 
7 ` ii never geen Mary's mother, and yet described thy of record About the 23d of May, 1884, while the 
a! TH urately. Taking sll these things the s eald Merriman was preaching in Green Hill meeting- 
t , . i alent, that what I have seen and house, Carroll County, Ohio, he received spiritual illu 
as i , Í eard is independent of buman design. It would be |; tion, by a direct and visible descent of a spirit upon 
n ‘ s work a l set my I i the rappings when, where and |hiw. During the whole meeting there had been no ex- 
: ave f al aml j th gx u w | have heard Q by human agency, without |citement, and one second before Isaw th piritaal il 
that we ahi i i at I dele letection My med will mot let any thing be | luminatior | was calm; but instantly he broke forth 
gtmeric truths there w nd lea the sp i) intel fra rap, wh 5 not genuine; they prefer |in the most impassioned strains, and the whole aud 
to be filled up as the era levelops Fr Í ; st l failure, rather than that we sł ald deceive | ence was electrified The appearance was that ofa pure 
a juarters, | feared that an attempt would be Ourselves by mistaking other sounds for rapping» whitish light, about six inchesin breadth, which I saw 
made to for from the Spirit- world doctrines adapte j They are so careful, that when de guing persons | as plainly as Ieee the hand wi h pens these lines. It 
to the views of these who sustain only « negative re me into our circle and make the raps, so as t injure | was Unace untable to me, only a } sy. and schooled to 
lation to the spheres above, and wh ihi receive the cause, they expose them on sight | therefore | infidelity, and therefore I have 1 id it seldom since 
rather than impart. My fears are now allayed In Stand ready to vouch, that in Wheeling we are honest | His object was to explain the phenomenon, knowing 
the multitude of counsel there is safety As yet, 1l Even Mr. Burr publicly acknowledged this. He was | ihat my mind had been exercised about it. He says 
am inclined to the opinion that our efforts should be with my medium two hours in daylight. She was in | that it wasa guardian spirit, and not the Divine Spir 
confined te facts and design, unt.) the method becomes the superior state, and he had full liberty to question | i; of Gud as I supposed, and as he then thought. Mr 
more perfect, and we are able to know more ce rtainly her She described his dead friends; told when one | M. w is one of the most loving and lovely men I ever 
that what we receive is eternal and infallible truth of them died; and examined many earthly objects for | knew He was a weeping prophet 
I have been seventeen years a member of the M. E him Aud in all, he detected only one mistake, and Allow me to add, that I have asked numerous ques 


Chureh ; thirteen years a preacher-——more than three 
years in the travelling connection. now local; an ar 
jent, zealous advocate of the doctrines and usages of 
that body Nor bave I yet occasion to change my 
views of the generic principles of that same Church, 
nor of her utility in developing the Love element, and 


abolishing bigotry 
l I had 


i 
espoused sentiments which Gnd their first response 


My mind is progessive; and long, long ago, 


at which my brethren 
Like other men 


from the Spirit-world, and 
were wont to manifest astonishment 
I have taken much second-handed; but now that I am 
free, I shall know for myself and not through another 

For seven years I have, spontaneously or by “* impres- 
sion,” (the spirits say by impression,) been gradually 
advancing into a knowledge of the truth, so that the 
transition which I now am experiencing, produces no 
shock though my religious friends are horribly shocked, 
because they have not traced the development of 
I am thus particular, because my case is 
anomalous, and I wish the world to know where 1l 
stand. Now to the questions 


my mind 


1. I became interested in the rappings about one 
year ago; and as soon as I obtained tangible testimo- 
ny, I became a convert on that testimony. This was 
the process: Those men who investigated the phe- 
nomena, are as competent as I am, and if they failed 
| to detect, I would fail too; therefore there must be 
| something superhuman. I collected what information 

I could, formed my opinion and waited for a develop- 
| ment; but this would not satisfy my mind; I had 
| tasted, and wanted a full draught. About five months 

since, I commenced trying to prepare for the rappings. 

But I had no guide. I wrote—got no satisfaction 
| But having the outline, I proceeded step by step 

through many difficulties, until, by perseverance, an 
| iron resolution, and much help from the Spirit-world, 
I stand where my enemies and the enemies of truth 
can notreach me. I doubt whether any man engaged 
in this work has had half the trouble I have had to 
bring the matter to a satisfactory and reliable issue. 
Still it isin its infancy. But I regret no sacrifice ; I 
am amply repaid in the past, and the futurehas over- 
whelming rewards. Onward is the word. 
power to describe the ecstacy of joy I have experi- 
enced, one moment of which I count worth days of toil. 
but I must retarn. 

2. We have had communications through some eight 
There are a number here, but not all of a 

Some are good clairvoyants; some good 


mediums 
high order. 
mediums. 


3. Wehave had communications by rappings, by 
the alphabet, by electrical vibrations or impressions, 
by impressing ideas on my mind, by simple clairvoy- 
ance, and by the same ina superior state ; I count 

| them a unit. 


4. We have had no physical demonstrations; they 


are promised, if necessary; we have no good circle | 


yet. We have had some slight exhibitions of music ; 
that is, musical sounds, produced by atmospheric vi- 
brations. 


5. Darkness seems more favorable; though I have 
had the rappings abundantly in daylight. We have 
had many failures, on account of the state of the at- 
mosphere, and the inequality of our circle. 


6. The communications have all been of an elevating 
character, full of love and wisdom. Beautiful mes- 
sages have been rapped out, and transmitted through 


to my entire satisfaction, beside the daily privilege 
of having the true meaning of the Bible revealed to 
my interior sense by impression, whenever I hear it 

read or read it myself. We are told that the Bible 
was understood at first, and that spirits impressed its 

true meaning on the mind of the sincere inquirer, and 

that they will unfold that meaning to us as they did 

to them. ThisI feel assured of in my own experience. 

We have had a description of the degrees or spheres; 

their appearance, relation and design; as also a pan- 

oramic representation, to the mind of a medium in | 
the superior state, of the sixth sphere, as John saw it, | 
with the throne and altar, book and seals, &o. I could | 
furnish this if necessary, but it is lengthy, and the | 
description is not full. 


7. Good and useful advice is frequently given; and | 


After that is done, I hope something may be | 


ing phenemena presented, would require time and | and, thus far, it is highly characteristic of the name it | &dvice from the Spirit-world, have been apparent, but 


space, which can not here be appropriated. But as 
the case is one which will interest every Progres- 
sionist, I will endeavor to give a synopsis of this 
wonderful work. 


The medium of this extraordinary display of God’s | communicate produces the requisite magnetic condi- | results witnessed. 
‘wisdom and goodness, is a lady twenty-one years of| tion of the system of the lady, (which is a negative | to detect the least motion. 
age, who has been a member of my family for the last | one, quite analogous to death,) when her spirit leaves | frequently in daylight, and when no person but the 
eight months. She was first magnetized by myself| the body, and the one desiring to speak takes posses- | medium and myself were present, and when I have 
last March, for the relief of disease, and in a few sion, giving somewhat its own earthly style of speech, | been totally by myself; and surely I have no interest 
minutes became clairyoyant. The third time, she| tone of voice, gestures, &c. 
visited the Spirit-land ; and to her astonishment recog- | esting and convincing demonstrations are daily being | subject. Beside this, mysterious phenomena have fre- 


is to bear. 

Much might be said of the manner in which these 
heavenly messages are delivered; but a few words 
more must for this time suffice. The spirit wishing to 


In this way many inter- 


have not always lasted. The reason is palpable : the | 
parties were not clearly convinced. 

8. I have used all diligence to avoid imposition, and 
sincerely believe that no collusion has produced the 
I have placed myself in a position 
The raps have occurred 


in deciving myself, or the world, on such a momentous | 


nized and conversed with several of her relatives and | made, which, when closely and philosophically inves- | quently occurred in our family; twice in my own 


others, who had departed this life. And from that| tigate, irresistibly prove this (supposed humbug) a | house, before I had anything to do with these things, 
time onward has, in this way, associated with spirits in | glorious reality, dictated by those godlike spirits, | which we were sure human agency did not produce, 
the higher spheres,from one to four hoursaday, during | and will no doubt be directed by them, to the reason | though we could not explain them. In March, 1848, | 
which time very many interesting demonstrations haye | and understanding of the people of earth, whose well- | three loud and distinct raps occurred on a table ad- | ing rain. 


been given, and much irresistible evidence received, | being they seek, to the effect that they shall receive a | joining our chamber, as if struck with a raw-hide; in 


that we, and our thoughts, are seen by our spirit-friends| true knowledge of themselves, their relation to each | a few days our eldest boy went tothe Spirit-land. In 
Is not this truly the | other, to nature, and to nature’s God. The way now | February, 1851, rappings occurred in the room of a 


who have left the earthly body. 


opening ofa new era? one in which Light and Truth | being opened, it would seem that spirits of the higher | sick cousin, so loud as to awaken my mother in an ad- 
are flowing in bountiful and unmistakable streams, | spheres, possessed of universal love, are making a | joining room, and afterward occurred when three of 
direct from the great Fountain of Truth and Goodness, | general effort to teach man his origin, his duty, and | us were sitting in the room with her, in such a posi- 
which will make man “free indeed.” It is thonght | his destiny. 
that there are a greater variety of phenomena devel- 


P. B. Brisrou. 
DansyILLE, N. Y. 


( 


tion, and so distinct and sharp, that there was ieft no 
doubt on the mind of mother, sister or myself, that 


I have no | 


| so sensibly impressed me with his presence that 


such mediums. 
gaye us reasons afterward. 


want a hell, will get hel? enough ! 
condition to receive truth, is entire passivity of mind. 


Let it flow as the water flows from the clouds; and let 
the spirit drink it in as the parched earth the fall- 


that was a shade of difference in the coler of the hair | tions « 
of a dead lady. Mr. Burr 
nambulisem, but failed to 


oncerning the law of progress, the mode of spir 
unted for it by som itual percepti n and « 


that 


mmunication, the incipient and 


say somnambulism | advanced stages ; the effect of this life on that, in do 
trines, morals and knowledge; the effect of prejudice 
f acquiring knowledge, concern- 


and 


proves our point as far as it goes 


in many instances, | and error, the mode 


9. The communications evince, 
intelligence far above the capacity of any one in the | ing spiritual affinitie 
circle, especially in the scriptural expositions, and | birth, the first and second death, first and second res- 


| urrection, the lake of fire, hell, the general judgment, 


mpanionship, the new 


explaining the discrepancies of those manifestations 


I make it a point to have the difficulties occurring | the mode of spiritual illumination. the phenomena of 
abroad, explained here, so that we can keep posted | religious excitement, and the cause of e tacy and 
up. Instance: Franklin is represented as speaking | trance on those occasions, the locality of Eden or Par- 
against Franklin. They reply: Many things attribu- | adise, the first place and state of man, (“ a little lower 


than the angels,”) and the final condition of all men, 
the devil, the temptation of Christ, the impassable 
gulf, & 


ted to him are not from him, and many things are not 
understood. All the failures, and all the erratic an- 
swers, and all the doctrinal difficulties, and all the Many of the new ideas being in opposition 
to my creed, you may rest assured that I have kept 
my spiritual friends at work, and they hav 


moral and physical conditions of this movement, with 
the means of its accomplishment, have had to be met Jone it 
They, the spirits, pass through a fiery | well They make no discrepan- 
ordeal in my hands; because I must have fact and |cies when left to themselves; they harmonize the 
philosophy, and when a mistake occurs, I must know 
I repeat, that in 


from above my mind is satisfied 


all these things, there has been manifested a high} This is only the beginning; and I think the better 
order of intelligence. | plan is to “ It 
| may be well enough to collect facts, generalize, deduce 


whole of the Divine administration with the doctrine 
who made it, and why it was made of final restoration 


stand and see the salvation of God.” 


Let it be remembered then, that in Wheeling, where 
the cause stands without foreign aid, the generic prin- | 
ciples of this method were known before any of us had | 
read Davis on the “ Philosophy of Spiritual Inter- | 
course.” First we proved the fact; the next question 
was, how is it done ? 
do the spirits rap, &c.? 

On the 25th of July, while reading Davis on Spirit- 
| ual Intercourse, I was impressed that the book would 
| be useful to a medium who was strongly prejudiced 
| In the evening I carried it with me tothe circle, where | 
| she was invited ; but, after conversing with her, con- | 

cluded to take the book back with me. She did not 
| know that I had it along. But when the circle =i 
| formed, Rev. Hays, now in the Spirit-land, called for | Principle, communion with God, and spiritual influ- 
| the alphabet, and rapped out, “ Let her have that | ences, have done much to prepare the way of the Lord. 
| book!” No mortal knew what I took that book for; |3- They have been weighed in the balance and found 
| | wanting. They are bigoted and prejudiced, and can 
| not meet the wants of this age. 4. I believe, if Jesus 
would return as a Methodist, the other churches 
would cast him out ; if as a Presbyterian, the Melho- 
| say, it will take several jn the negative state to match | ists would reject him, and if as the Prince of Peace, 
Numerous instan- | they would all cry, “ away with the impostor.” The 

candid among ministers admit the force of my argu- 
“ He came unto his own, and 
When there was but one 


and harmonize the friends of progress and truth; but no 
expensive book should be published yet 
sure we are right, and then go ahead 

fill a volume, myself, with the most sublime and puri- 
fying truth; but I shall hold back a long time yet. 
There isa mighty work to do; a lofty and wide-spread 
pyramid to demolish, clear the rubbish away, and 


Let us be 
I could soon 


There is no visible agency; how 


rear and dedicate a temple to the truth and a known 
God. 1. The Scriptures 
were understood when written, but have been pervert- 
ed by the priests. 2. The churches, particularly the 
Arminian, are the product of progress, and built upon 
the free agency of man, and inculcating the Love 


My conclusions are these : 


none knew the change which occurred in my mind, 
and no magnetic communication between waking per- 
sons could have produced a communication in opposi- 


| tion to my will, which is so positive that the mediums 


my magnetic power or emanation 
ces have occurred contrary to our wishes and expect- 
ations. The failures to use the alphabet, the refusal, | ments on this point. 
the messages which come spontaneously, all show that his own received him not.” 
there is some superior cause at work. And then the | church, and he came, in the fullness of time, when ex- 
mental an electrical impressions which I receive, are | pected, if they crucified him, what will they do when 
| not produced by human agency. These occur when I there is an hundred of clashing creeds, and he comes 


am alone as well as in the circle; the cause is the |as a thief in the night, not visibly, as before, but in 
| the gentle admonition and silent annunciation of truth, 
impressed upon the minds of those who seek the true 
light, which enlighteth every man that comes into the 
world? 5. Our ideas of the spiritual state, relations, 
| influences and enjoyments, have been grossly erro- 
neous. 6. The Bible is a sealed bock to the priests; 
| and how shall the people know! Many of them are 


same, and must he spiritual. I know Rey. Hays’ elec- 
trieal impressions as well as I know the voice of my own 
child. He wasa holy man; is very refined in the new 
| state, and the vibrations of his impressions are fine, 
infinitely fine, beyond imagination. Should twenty 
spirits impress me in so many minutes, I would know 
| him from all. I knowtherap of my son, and numer- 
ous friends, in the Spirit-world. The signal has been | honest ; 9 few of them open; the most of them bigoted; 
a goodtest. My son gave me his signal the first inter- | and on the whole they are blind leaders of the blind, 
view, and even after I have made that a test with new | and fear to come to the light lest their errors should 
mediums; and in no case has there been a failure. I|be exposed. Alas! alas! this shows a lamentable 
affirm that these things are so, and that I can not ac- | Want of candor. Still there are honorable exceptions. 
| count for them ‘ by clairvoyance, mesmerism, or jug- |7- The present disorder must come down;'and justice 
and equality, truth, love and righteousness reign in 
the stead thereof. 8. That man is about taking the 
last step which intervenes between him and the sphere 
above; that we shall gradually coalesce, until the 
union shall be perfect, until we shall all be changed 
—not sleep the sleep of death, but be changed, ina 
moment, in the twinkling of aneye. The true light 
is shining; the millenium of righteousness and truth 


glery,’ as the non-committal party attempt to do. 


10. But little has been done by mental questions. | 
I have received impressions, and afterward have been 
informed that they were from the spirits. Sometimes 
| these are so palpable that I have gone down stairs to 
| tell my wife that I had a new idea. Tho spirits say 


| 


that they have been at this for years, and that thus I 


must account for my new ideas and progress. I can |. acral dtl ‘ritual ifestati 
; : R k ani $ ar 
now recall many impressions which Į did not under- | 'S C¢¥°OP!38> pastas Nats oe tk perp anodic 


stand. About March 15, 1848, a few days after my harbingers of a glorious day for down-trodded human- 


son died, while crossing Third-street, Cincinnati, he ity. This is but the shadow of good things to Some 
q | The truth must be separated from the chaff, and this 


I understand it | €72 become as distinct as the Christian from the Jew- 
jish dispensations. Finally, that no clairvoyant is 
perfectly reliable ; that all communications rapped 
out are not reliable; that physical conditions are 
necessary ; that discordant manifestations are pro- 
duced by this sphere; that all must be received with 
due allowance and great caution. But still, that there 
is truth and fact enough to guide us in our upward 
tendency, until the full blaze of infallible truth shall 
shine upon our darkened pathway. 


I have thus briefly replied to your inquiries, in a 


abroad. The only point of difference here is on final | Yery hasty and laconic style. If it Subserves the 
restoration. The passive find no eternal hell; the | °®™8¢ of progress and truth, by enabling you to gen- 
spirits rap out ‘no eternal hell; and those spirits eralize correctly, I will be remunerated. I could nat 
from whom prejudiced mediums say they get their well hes less; and less or more, I cheerfully cast my 
proof of an eternal hell, rap, out that they are not suf- | Mite into the treasury of the Lord, and fear no conse- 
ficiently developed or advanced to bereliable ; and the | ences. Respectfully, Jonn B. Worrr. 
same spirits recommend Davis’ Spiritual Intercourse to| N. B. Since writing the foregoing I have learned 
Many errors have occurred, but they | that some mental questions have been asked and an- 
In all cases the spirits | swered affirmatively by raps. Iam also happy to say, 
tell us that the wicked shall be punished “ according | that we have; almost daily, indubitable demonstrations 
to the deeds done in the body,” and that those who | that we are in communication with intelligent spirits, 
who can tell us of the past and future. I must refer 
On this point I am impressed that the only true | to one other point. It is the anxiety of the spirits for 
the spread of this method, and the triumph of Tru Ts. 
On last evening, July 29th, 1861, while reading a 
hymn embracing à prayer for the universal diffusion 
of truth, the rappings were loud, rapid and numerous, 
12. To identify spirits, is to prove their continued | seeming to say that such sentiments sent a holy joy 


came near speaking his name out. 
now. Then, I saw “through a glass darkly,’ 
“ face to face.” 


now, 


11. There has been some disagreement on doctrinal 
points. Mediums who are resolved to have things 
just so, see them just so. And though there is the 
most palpable demonstration of their error, some few 
persist in the exhibition of their prejudices; but most 
We have concluded to let 


doctrines alone, for the present, at least. My experi- 


existence. This I have done. I called on a young lady | through the Spirit-home, and they sent it back by 


dead fifteen years,) to recur to some circumstance | electrical vibrations, until the eircle was filled with a 


which would demonstrate her identity. She recalled to | holy sympathy, connecting us with the higher sphere. 
my memory a circumstance and conversation totally 
forgotten. 
Rey. D. Merriman, came and impressed me with his 
presence, so that I spoke his name out, and that when! Waesuine, Va., July 30, 1851. 


The manifestations here are now progressing well. 
Nearly every test question is correctly answered. 
J. B. W. 


While seated in the circle on one occasion, 


SS 


Freak | ON SPIRITUA i 
Fi | awita] whee thawed Mr Cummings Mar- Buried Alive. Strange < Aure a 2 Sale at the Office i: k 
Rlisrellaneons Department. tin of Tafteville, Vt, caught suckers out ol l A late Setiber of the London rectly Times relates On Friday, the 7th imst., says the Utica Observer, = 
White River. Vi pte them om the ice, al- the Allowing singular story 4 eT Aceee Bidy. | i ` 
LAB n > < a, ennai T “ An oficer of artillery, s man of gigantic stature | hurst, on the body of the widow of A “idy, in| The following list embraces some of the 
9 lowed them to be there for hour, MIEY | and robust health, being thrown from an ungoverna- | Frankfort, Herkimer County, agel 77 years, and © | cipal works devoted to Spiritualism, with the 
wcp van wouhi rattle in a basket like pine-knots When | ble horse, received a very severe contusion upon the | the utter astonishment of all present, & full-grown annexed, together with the rates of postage 
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of her family, in prosecuting any woik or business} Address, PARTRIDGE & BRITTAN, 
to be done. 


tinuesin the full possession of her faculties, and has per cent, will be made to Booksellers and Periodical | Philadelphia; FOWLERS & WELLS Ne har ne 
MARSH 
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